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discussion. The views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of the U.S. 
Census Bureau



ObjectivesObjectives
1. Introduce American Community Survey (ACS)

2. Explain unique data in the NCES ACS School District 
Tabulation

3. Provide examples and applications of ACS custom tab 
datadata 

4. Identify where and how to get ACS school district data 

5. Highlight data content for school districts across the 
US and Texas
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Demographic CharacteristicsDemographic Characteristics

• Age
• Sex
• Race
• Hispanic Originp g

Stock Photo
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Social Characteristics

• Educational attainment
M it l t t• Marital status

• Place of birth  
• Citizenship
• Residential mobility
• Language spoken at home
• Ability to speak EnglishAbility to speak English
• Veterans status
• Disability status

G d t i• Grandparents as caregivers
• Ancestry/Tribal affiliation
• Etc. 
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Economic Characteristics

• Household income
• Poverty status/poverty ratio  
• Employment Status• Employment Status  
• Industry and occupation
• Transportation to work
• Place of work 
• Etc.
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Housing Characteristics

T f it• Type of unit
• Age of structure
• Number of rooms
• Own or rent
• Type of heating 
• Mortgage paymentMortgage payment
• Housing value
• Median rent 

Et• Etc.

6
Stock Photos



ACS: Period Estimates
• ACS shows characteristics over a period of time

• Data aggregated over geographic areas and time

• ACS data availability depends on size of geographic area

Data Product
Population 

Size CY CY CY CY CY CY
of Area 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

1-Year Estimates: 65,000+ 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

3-Year Estimates: 20,000+
2005-
2007

2006-
2008

2007-
2009

2008-
2010

2009-
2011

2010-
20123 Year Estimates: 20,000 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

5-Year Estimates: All Areas*
2005-
2009

2006-
2010

2007-
2011

2008-
2012
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ACS: School District Data
1. ACS - first standard Census data product to include school districts

2. ACS standard data products available via American FactFinder:p
• Detailed cross-tabulations (1000+ tables) by subject
• Summary profiles: social, economic, housing, demographic

S h l di t i t (i t t ith th b d i )• School district maps (in context with other census boundaries)
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ACS: School District Data

Year Pop ThresholdPercent of School Districts by Type of Estimate

1, 3, 5 year         >= 65,000

3 ,5 year             >= 20,000

5 year All areas

7%
17% 1 year

3 year

5 year 5 year                 All areas

Percent of Public Enrollment by Type of Estimate
76%

5 year

Source: ACS 2009

23%
1 year

3 year

5 year

Percent of Public Enrollment by Type of EstimateSource: ACS 2009

51%

26%

y

9

26%

Souce: 2000 Common Core of Data
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ACS Data Uses
1. Planning 

Communities

ACS Data Uses

– Communities
– School Districts
– Local Governments

2. Researching 
– AcademicsAcademics
– Non-Profit Organizations

3 I f i3. Informing
– Public
– Media
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American FactFinder (AFF)
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ACS Standard Product Data Sources:
Summary FileSummary File
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ACS Limitations of
Standard School District Data

1. Standard ACS estimates based on total population in district1. Standard ACS estimates based on total population in district

2. Estimates may include children not applicable to school district
Ex Enrolled 3 yr old in district with only KG (no PK)Ex. Enrolled 3 yr old in district with only KG (no PK)
Ex. Secondary students in Elementary school district

• Not ‘relevant’ (functionally out of scope)

3. Estimates do not disaggregate important sub-types:
• Age-appropriate (relevant)
• Public school
• Enrolled in school
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Problem: How to get disaggregated data for relevant kids in districts?



American Community Survey 
NCES School District Custom Tabulation  

(ST030)(ST030)
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ACS School District Custom Tabulation: 
G l St tGeneral Structure

1 Child Person age 0 17 and 18 19 years not high school grad1. Child - Person age 0-17, and 18-19 years not high school grad

2. Census tabulation based on residence – not school attendance

3. Tabulation includes full ACS table set (1000+ tables):
• Same tables and structure as standard ACS product
• Reproduces ACS four  times – once for each child-specific iteration

4. Custom iterations specify enrollment status and school type
• Children (Total)

Relevant Children (Enrolled and Not Enrolled)• Relevant Children (Enrolled and Not Enrolled)
• Relevant Children – Enrolled in school
• Relevant Children – Enrolled in public school
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ACS School District Custom Tabulation:  
CMultiple Universe Components

1 Geography (selection):1. Geography (selection):
• School District (Unified, Secondary, Elementary)
• U.S., American Indian Area (AIA), State  

2. Universe of standard ACS table (default):
Ex. Population under 18 years
Ex. Foreign born populationg

3. Child iteration (selection):
• Total Children

T t l R l t Child• Total Relevant Children:
• Enrolled in school

– Enrolled in public school
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ACS School District Custom Tabulation:  
U i E l ACS T bl B10001Universe Example: ACS Table B10001

Table: B10001
Title: Grandchildren under 18 years living with grandparent householder by age of grandchildy g g y g g
Universe: Grandchildren under 18 years living with grandparent householder 

Total:
Under 6 years
6 to 11 years

• Default universe: Grandchildren under 18 years living with a grandparent 
householder

6 to 11 years
12 to 17 years

householder 
• Select additional filter from custom tabulation: Enrolled – Public

Total, enrolled – public:
Under 6 years enrolled public:

S l t f th d f hi S h l di t i t St t AIA

Under 6 years, enrolled – public:
6 to 11 years, enrolled – public:
12 to 17 years, enrolled – public:
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• Select from thousands of geographic areas: School districts, States, AIA, 
U.S.



ACS School District Custom Tabulation: 
Fl ibl St t E t d A l i

1. Provides demographic data to inform district policy and strategy:

Flexible Structure Extends Analysis

• How many households in my district have school-age children?
• What is the average income for households with children enrolled in school?

2 Provides comparative data between districts:2. Provides comparative data between districts:
• Which districts have the highest percentage of enrolled students who speak a 

language other than English at home? 
• Which districts have the highest percentage of foreign born children? 

3. Provides comparative data between districts and other geographies:
• Is the percentage of Hispanic children in my district higher than the state percentage?
• How do housing prices in my district compare to the whole state?How do housing prices in my district compare to the whole state?

4. Provides data for other types of geographic areas:
• How many languages are represented by children in my state?

19

• How many enrolled children in my state live in rental housing?



ACS School District Custom Tabulation:
B fitBenefits

1. Unique data for children not available in standard ACS1. Unique data for children not available in standard ACS

2. Data disaggregated for policy-relevant sub-groups

3. Demographic and economic data updated annually3. Demographic and economic data updated annually 

4. Data measured consistently across all school districts in U.S.

5. NCES ID offers link between census, NCES, and state data5 C S o e s bet ee ce sus, C S, a d state data

6. Most current and comprehensive data source available:
• For school districts
• For school-age children 

7. Data provided for different types of geographic areas:
• School district: Unified, Secondary, Elementary

20
• Other: U.S., American Indian Areas, State 



ACS School District Custom Tabulation: 
C ti d C id tiCautions and Considerations

1. Sample data are estimates with standard errors– not counts

2. 5-year estimates only

3. Census Bureau requires rounding to avoid disclosure

4. School district boundaries updated every two years.

5. Data do not specify home school or charter school attendance

6. Poverty data different from official Title I estimates program (SAIPE)
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ACS School District Custom Tabulation: 
Data Access – School District Data System
1. Data created by Census Bureau for NCES 

2 NCES is primary provider of custom tabulation

Data Access School District Data System 

2. NCES is primary provider of custom tabulation

3. SDDS - http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/sdds/

4 C t t i l d4. Content includes:
 Decennial census tabulations: 1990, 2000 SF1, 2000 custom tab, (2010)
 ACS: 2005, 2006, 2005-2007, 2006-2008 (2005-2009)
 School district boundaries: 2005-2006, 2007-2008
 Common Core of Data (limited items)

5. Functions include:5. Functions include:
 Drill-down
 Profiles and snapshot reports
 Comparison
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 Mapping (spatial analysis)
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SDDS Map Example (2006-2008 ACS)

MAP 1





Percent total population 
who speak English 

l th “ ll”

Percent population ages 5 to 17 
who speak English 

l th “ ll”less than “very well” less than “very well”
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C t t I f tiContact Information

Laura Nixon
US Census Bureau

l i @laura.c.nixon@census.gov

Additi l ACS I f tiAdditional ACS Information
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/

NCES ACS Custom Tab Data
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/sdds/
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